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PREFACE

THE two battles here described, the one & victory,
the other a defeat, were such important events
in the career of Muhammad at Madina, and
afford such prood illustrations of the value of the
mode in which the Qur'dn was revealed,—de-
livered, as Baiddwi tells us, ‘according to the
circumstances '—that they are worthy of close
and careful study.
E. 8.
MADBAS.. 1909,
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THE BATTLE OF BADR

[x the year a.n. 622 Muhammuad was driven out
from Mecca by the hostility of the Quraish?
leaders and, accepting the invitation of some of
the inhabitants of Yathrtb, he then, with a few ad-
herents, fled to that civy, which had be¢gme known
as al-Madina—the city, The Muslim ¢ommunity
there was made up of the Muhdjirin, or the
ummigrants from Mecca, and the first converts in
Madina, called the Angdr, or helpers.

Various measures were taken to strengthen the
small Muslim community and to develop in it a
gpinit of brotherhood. Though it soon becanc
the chief power i the city, yet not all 1its
professors were equally hearty and sincere. There
was a body ol men called the Munifiqin, or
hypocrites, described by ibn Ishdq as men ‘who
were in reality little remioved from the idolatry of
their fathers and the rejection of the true faith;
only that Islam had by its prevalence overcome
them . .. who were in secret traitors.” The
Jews repudiated the claims of the Prophet; the

1 The Queansh were the leading tribve in Mecea, to which

Mubammad bimsclf belonged. The term is used in this article
as equivalent to Meccavs. :
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idolaters opposed him; the Munifiqin were (ff‘l}:y
waiting for an opportunity to renounce hlr.n.d | e
first year was thus spent ab Madmz}. under a velfsct:

circumstances. It is not often vealized how grea
the distress of the Muslims was in the ea.rly‘ d.a,ys
at Madina, Margoliouth shows From' pr!gxnal .
authorities! that the barest necessarics ol life waj*rc;
wanting and this 15 borne oub by a pmycr‘gge}l{i(
by Muhammad when he heard.of the .po&:m ity
of capturing a rich caravap on 1ts returd JOUrney
to Mecca. He prayed thus -— 0 1L{ord, they (1.e..,
Muslims,) go on foot, make themn niders; thel},l' :ne.
hungry, satisty them . they ar(’:gna;fk‘cd, ul(?thc t ;21“
they arc poor, enrich them. Thus s.ome c ;
was necessary 1o provide the DECEsSLrY teans 0‘
livelihood and some signal display ol power was
needed to give an impetus to the progress of the;.’
new religion. The effort was made 1n.the n.ttempd
to capture the rich caravan of tk'm Meccfa::‘)s an&t
the display of power was shown 1n the victory \
Badr. At an ecarly stage of his vesidence -ah

Madina, Muhammad realized that open war Wit
his countrymen was unavoidable and hm‘l }.)egun to

prepare the minds of his followers for it~ |
War is preseribed for you, but it is hatcful to )'o'u ;t).cit.

~ haply ye hate a thing which ie better for you.—-Saratu

Balt-!:;;rl?t. (ft:}r Ztlhrf. canse of God, —SGratn’l-Bagava (ii) 245.

1 Ansnod, vio 47 Meslion, i, 148, 110, quoted in Mohammed,
i - ] » . 1
244,
p. 2 ‘
2 Mudirijn'n-Nabiwat, p. 559,
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Before the hattle of Badr, the Prophet had
himself headed four expeditions and three miore
had been conducted by his licutenants: but little
harm had been done to the Quraish and litile
booty had been obtained. In the sacred month
of Rajab, a Quraish caravan had been plundered,
but the victory did not compensate for the alarm
caused by such a violation of Arab custom as
to fight in a month, sacred from time immemo-
rial from all tribal attacks and disputes. But a
revelation came to justify the daring innovation. !
Stll these various expeditions had stirred up a
martial spirit and increased the desire for gain.
They were told that reprisals were justified, for

A sanction is given to thosc who because they have

suffercd outrages have taken up arms; and verily God i

well able to succour them : thosc who have been driven

from their homes wrongfully, only because they say, ‘our
Lord is the God.’—Suratw’l-Hajj (xxii) 40-1,

The way was thus prepared for a more serious
conflict and the opportunity soon came. The
battle of Badr is a distinct epoch in the early
history of Isldim. The vast mass of traditions
associated with it, the minuteness of detail with
which the historians describe it, the marvellous
and miraculous circumstances believed to have
happened in connexion with it, the reverence

in which those who were slain in it are held—

! Saratu’l-Baqara (ii) 214,
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all these things show the high estimation in
which the biographers of the Prophet held it.
The battle of Badr was fought on the 17th
day of the month Ramaddn (which that year
coincided with our January) in the second year of
the Hijra, or flight from Mecca, and it added
greatly to the growing influence of the Prophet.
It i1s called the Yaumu'l-Furgan, the day of sepa-
ration, because it divided the true from the false.
‘In that day’, says a Muslim historian, ¢ God
himself exalted the Muslims, for victory-is only
from Him, the conqueror, the wise.” The im-
mediate cause of the battle was the desire of
Muhammad to capture a rich caravan on its way
from Syria to Mecca.! In the previous October
he had tried to capture it on its outward journey
but failed to overtake it. This timne the Prophet
determined to secure it. It was a custom amongst
the people of Mecca to send out two caravans a
year, one in summer and one in winter. On this
occasion, the caravan, under the guidance and
control of Abu Sufydn, consisted of one thousand
cawels richly laden with merchandise? It was
escorted by about forty armed men. When
Muhammad heard of its grrival in the Hijdz on
1ts return journey from Syria, and in the hope
that it would not this time escape him, he called

1 Tarjuma-i-Maghdzi (Urdu traoslation of Waqidi's History),

r. 9
? Tbid, p. 14, 15.
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the Muslims together and said - ‘Here is a cara-
van, belonging to the Meccans, it is a very rich
one. Is it a cause of wonder if God should give
1t to us ?*' He also prayed thus:—‘0 God, make
b.y thy grace the foot-soldier a horseman ; the poor
rich; let no one return without a rich booty in
camels, clothes and goods.’? Some of his follow-
ers responded to his appeal for aid ; some re-
mained at home, for they thought that a small
band would be sufficient for the purpose. A
body of three hundred and forty men went forth
from Madina, amongst whom were eighty-seven
Muhgjirin and two hundred apd thirty-six Ansdr,
These latter were under no lability to go forth
to, fight, for in the * First pledge of ‘Aqabd’

given when they invited Muhammad to come to’
Ma.dl'na.,. there was no promise made with regard
to fighting for the cause of Islém. No obligation
!)eyond the defence of the Prophet, if attacked
in Madina, lay upon them ; but the residence of
Muhammad in their city had deepened their
ardour in his cause, and increased their attach-
ment to his person and their subservience to his
will. The love of adventure, the desire for booty

both strong in the Arab mind, also inﬂuenced’
the Ansir and thus, according to tradition

thel"e. was & very strong desire to join the ex-,
pedition. The Muslims had only & small number

} Tarjuma-i- Maghdaq, P 10. ? Ibid, p. 14.
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of camels and so the men had to ride in turns.
Muhammad and ‘Ali had only one camel between
therm. Soon after they had started, Muhammad
gent Talha bin ‘Ubaid and Sa‘id bin Zaid to the
borders of Syria to reconnoitre and to find out
whether preparations for the arrival of the care-
van at Badr bad been made. They went to
Bakhar and visited a man called Kashadu'l-Juhni,
who concealed them. In a few days the caravan
arrived there; but Kashad swore that no spies
were about. As soon as it was safe to do so,
the spies returned to Madina with the news,
and finding Muhammad had already started for
Badr went after him, and gave in their report
that the caravan was expected in a day or two.
Aba Sufyin had, before leaving Syria, heard
rumours® of Muhammad’s intended raid, and so,
after despatching Dhamdham to Mecca for help,
he with the caravan travelled in great haste
along & route close to the shores of the Red Sea.
Badr, however, lay on the road and owing to its
vicinity to Madina was a place of danger. Abu
Sufydn then rode on ahead to Badr to find out
the position of affairs. He then heard that two
strangers had been seen there and had rested
their camels near the well. He also found date
stones in the dung and said: °‘By God! these
are camels from Madina.’ Having thus learnt

1 See Waqidi's sccount of these roports, which clearly prove
that the Muslims were the aggressors. :
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that the Muslims had started out, he returned at
once to the caravan, changed its route and sent
it bastily homewards. He then sent word to the
party, which he expected was now on its way to.
protect the caravan, to say that it was safe and
that they might return.! On receiving this mes-
sage some of the Meccans wished to go back : but
Abu Jahl stoutly opposed a retreat. ‘No,"snid
he, ‘we must not return to Mecca, till we have
refreshed ourselves at Badr by feasting there
three days, so that all the Arabs may hear of
our campaign and have a high opinion of us.’
Akhnas, who was connected with the family of
Zohra, said in reply: ‘O men of Zobhra, we set
out to defend our merchandise; now that Heaven
bas relieved us from this peril, return to your
ho‘mes, do not expose yourselves uselessly.” On
thus. two tribes, the Bani Zohra and the Bani
‘Adi returned home. The rest of the Meccans
however, went on and encamped near the hill oE
Akankal from which in a northerly direction lies
the valley of Badr.

".[.t 80 happened that three days before the
arrival of Dhamdham at Mecca, ‘Atika, daughter
of ‘Abdu’l-Muitalib, had an alarming dream. She
told her brother ‘Abbés that she had dreamed of
& great calamity about to fall on the Meccans.
She said: ‘I saw a rider on a camel who cried

! Raudatuw's-Safd, Part ii, vol. 1, p. 298. - -
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out, ‘O perfidious ones, take o three days’ jour-
ney into the country and hasten to your ruin.”
He went to the enclosure of the Ka‘ba and re-
peated there his warning, then proceeding to the
top of an adjacent hill be did the same. When
there he took up & piece of rock and threw it
towards Mecca. It broke into many pieces and
struck the houses.’ « Truly,’ said ‘Abbas, ¢ this a
prophetic vision. It must not be told to any one.
But ‘Abbés himself could not keep the secreb and
go he told it.to his friend Walid, who passed the
news on to his father, and thus it soon became 8
topic of general conversation. The pext day, when
:Abbds was performing the tawaf, or circumambu-
lation of the Ka‘ba, he was accosted by Aba Jahl
who irouically enquired how long there had been
a prophetess in his family and went on to 8ay:
¢1f nothing comes to pass, 1 will give a certificate
to the effect that you have in your family an
impostor.’ ‘Abbds much disconcerted returned
home, when the women of the house began t0
reproach him thus: ‘You have allowed that
villain Aba Jahl to abuse the men of your family
and now he attacks the females of it. Wwill you
permit this 9' *Abbds, smarting under the re-

proaches which his improvident want of reticence’

.

had provoked, declared his intention of seeking a
quarrel with Ab&t Jahl. On the third morning

after the dream, he went to the Ka‘ba and saw
Abt Jahl, who, strange to say, avoided an inter-
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view by running away. The reason for this was
.III)()t fear of ‘Abbds, but the warning voice of
_ham@am who had just arrived. As & sign of
destruction he cut off the ears of his camel
;tt%rned the saddle the wrong way about, and ref::t;
hlﬂ- own clothes. He called out wit’h a loud
voice iQura,ish! Quraish! Muhammad will sel
your rich merchandise; you can hardly arrivssl?e
time to defend it. Come quickly to the rescu:ett
Thef Meccans, alarmed &t the possible loss o.f
the-lr. valuable goods, hastened on their pre
rations for departure. ‘Does Muhammad fhir?l:'-’
said they, ‘that he can march a.ga.if]st this ca.ra.va’
as he did ageinst that of ‘Amr the IEIa,drrm:nit,:,l
By God, we will show him that he is mista.ken:
The Meccans, influenced by Abt Sufydn, rose a'
& body, dgtermined to punish Muhammad 'for wh :
they con§1dered to be his audacit'y and so to )
serve their merchandise in the future. The nf;re'
distinguished citizens of Mecca tooi( u o
except Abu Lahab, who swore by a.l-Ezi.f:&ra]in F:i’
a.-]T‘Uzzé. that he would neither go nor send a I;)
stltut.e; but Abu Jahl taunted him with beixfu ,
Muslim, and so it is said that he sent ‘As %.3
Hashdém who was in debt to him. ‘Umaiyya .
aged man, announced his intention of ser):()irir; "
substitute, on which ‘Uqgba presented him Wg'tg
8 pan, & few live coals and some perfume l
gaid : ‘ Perfume thyself, thou art & v‘.foma.n"S ;‘Il:;d
army was composed  of about one thous&nd mene

2
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with one hundred horses.. Full of hope and con-
fident in 1ts strength it seb out on the way t0
Badr. ‘Now’ said Abu Jahl, ¢if Muhammad and
his companions think they will gain & victory over
us like the victory at Nakhla, they are mistaken :
we will show them that we can protect our
caravapns.’! The army Wwas accompanied by sing-
ing women with tabrets, who beguiled the time
with songs and music when they halted at wells
on the way.

The Muslim force, three hundred and five men
with forty camels,® set out from Madina oo the
eighth day of Ramadén, fully expecting to find the
caravan in & comparatively defenceless state at Badr.
Two or three men rode on one camel. Mukammad
and Zaid bin Hantha thus rode together. There
were not enough camels for all to ride on and 80
Muhammad prayed, that God would supply them
and provide the men who needed it with clothes
and food? All this was done. Mirkhond dis-
tinctly states that the object was ‘to punish Abu
Sufydn and to plunder the caravan.’ ' On the way,
Muhammad heard that the Meccans had despatched
e force to protect it, and so he took counsel with

1 The speeches of the Jeading men are given in the Majmui‘ah-
i-Kamil, p. 20, and show that the proposed expedition wag to
rescue the caraval from danger.

$ Some authorities say sevonty-t

3 Tarjuma-i.-Maghdzi, p. 84.

¢ Raudabu's-Safd, Part ii, vol. i, p. 282

wo camels and three horses.
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::ll:lsdfollowers as to t.he course they should pursu
er thg altered circumstances. Abd Bak )
greisheed Il;ns firm resolve to obey the orders ;if;:
b_;yn ‘Amrro:)h};i:. ro;[:::;; sup(;ported him. Miqddd
sa‘ . é
1;8 T{Eere God .would have uls 'to gg. Péggh\:?illea(:
“eG; iht;he children of Israel who said to Mo::s
s a;fa.nd thy Lord together and fight the.
enen ;nd or us we rest here”. Go thou and thy
pord an we will join you in the combat.” Mu-
- ad thanked him and praised his zeal. As

all who had yet spoken were Muhdjirin, Mu-

lsva}.]n;rr‘l:d wished to know the views of the Ansir
o i;rg ;mder no obligation to do more th.a,n’
Bght o ‘e;nce of Madina. Then said Sa‘d bin
y t,hi:g_l.n° Fophet of God, we believe in the truth
of this 1ssion, we have sworn to obey thee, lead
hamv:n:;e hi:hou 1:fvouldest have us to go. ’Mu
Bammac tfl en said: ‘March forth with joy, we
oha Qur:i hre the caravan, when we have beaten
the Qur: ih. Heaven has promised me this.” The
seventeentheré continued their march and on the
o & da.y of Bama,dzin encamped & little
oy from ‘da. r. At nightfall Muhammad sent ‘Alf
r, Sa‘d bin Abi and Q4s forward to reconnoitre

.the ground. They returned in the morning with

::;::) 1:;11;3 vgho belonged to the Meccan army and
Muhammadee:ft sent f'orwa.rd in search of water
o _prison , her saying the naméz, enquired of.

ers the present position of the Meccans.
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They were in the employ of Abﬁ Sufydn ;.I:J(l a}g;;;
fessed ignorance, but after receiving & goo R
said that the Meccan army was enca.m;;e oder
some low. hills on the other. side of‘ tve da nzt.,
< What is their number ?’ said he. We lo ot
know’, they replied. d‘f)E’{OYJN'm:I;f te(:}?l:e :h‘ re
slaughtered daily for food : in b . AR
. se they are nine or ten hundre n n
%:tai:o a.sceitained that the Bani Zoh;a.t au;;le :(1:1:
Bani ‘Adi had left the army and retm;ne 0 o thé
It was as important to the Muslims a8 b
Quraish to be first at Ba;dr; in order to sleicuzream
water supply, which consisted o{.a. sma :ber -
flowing through the valley, producing a m;l por o
gprings. 1o connexion w1tﬁ1 thesi\:1 (::;t;er::zada 1 beer
r the use of travellers. 12!
Illlliztl:riony at the nearest of these springs. I;Ieuiil_;
advised him to go further on, 50 38 t.o Si;l; 0 the
spring nearest the enemy and to~dest10§ the oo
cisterns. This advice was {ollow'ed a,rfn fhe Moo
lims thus ga.ined entire possession oth e waer
supply. A hut of palm brapches was the oted
he Prophet, near which horses were TE
f‘:‘ utld flight to Madina become necessary. d.fﬁe
ngund was very sandy and marching was din-

cult, but during the night heavy rain fell which -

. 1 :
made it quite hard and easy 'to wa.lk. on. f This
wag looked upon 8s 2 djvine interposition, 10T

1 It is said that it made the g;ound mu@%y wl'?en the Moccans
wers t;fcre, go that their marching was difficult.
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(When) He overshadowed you with a. deep.sleep, a8 a
security from Himself; and caused to descend upon you
rain from the heavens, that He might purify you therewith,
and take from you the uncleanness of S8atan; and that he
might strengthen your hearts, and establish your steps

thereby.—8uaratu’l-Anfal (viii) 11.

The Muslims secured a good night’s rest, but
Muhammad dreamed of the enemy. His dreams,
however, encouraged him and were, as he said,
gent by God for that purpose:— :

And (when) Ged caused them (the Meccans) to appear
before thee in thy sleep, few in number; and if He had

caused them to appear to theo ss & great multitude, ye would
have been affrighted and bave disputed in the matter.—

Saratu’l-Antél (viii) 45.

Thus refreshed and assured the army prepared
for war. Seeing the Quraish in the distance,
Muhammad said ‘O Lord, thou hast in truth
sent me & book, hast ordered me to fight and
hast promised me one of the two companies.’!
He then prayed thus: ‘O my God, the idolaters
are approaching full of pride and arrogance to
fight with and to accuse thy apostles of impos-

ture. Lord, send the help which thou hast pro-
miged.” The answer

i8 said to have come in
this revelation :(—

When ye sought succour of your Lord, He answered you,

*I will verily aid you with a thousand angels,’? rank on
rank.’—Sdratu’l-Anfd] (viii} 9.

1 That is, either the caravan, or Abi Sufydn with his people,

3 1In » later SGrs this number grew to three thousard.—
Baratu Ali ‘Imrdn (iii) 128.
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hen arranged his men in two lines and gave

a.sftfzet war cry fhe word Ahad! Ap&d!‘the One!

the One! Addressing his men he e.mul: Af:nongst
the Quraish are some who a,g.a.mst their true

feelings bave taken up arms against us; guch are
the sons of Héshim and others. Do not kill them.
Spare Abi’l-Bakhtdri and ajbove a.}l, spare Pfly
uncle ‘Abbas.’ * What,” cried Abp Hudhdaifa,
¢ we kill our fathers, brothers and frlendg, shall W(:
ppare ‘Abbis? By God, if T meet h1m.I wtlll

give him a taste of my sword.” On ’seemg the
marks of displeasure on Muha.rgma.dg face, he
repented and said he would expiate his fault by

's death. ‘

) I’l?gztyr(fufaish, in the meantime, began to
Jescend into the valley. A scout reported the
number of the Muslims to be about tl.Jree hundred,
stout and strong, longing for a conflict. Muham-
mad at this time sent ‘Umar to the Mecga.ns to
advise them to retire, saying that he du.i notf
wish to fight. This news capsed the question o

retiring to be again raised in the Meccan ar@fy.
Shaiba and ‘Ataba two of the lea.du:*ng chie s;’
strongly urged a retreat. It was pomi‘.edh ou
that even if they slew all the followers of Mu,ixlx)l‘;
mad, they would lose an eqpal ‘number. >

Jahl then opposed this and said: ‘By God, t f;
sight of the enemy hath wea.kened' the blooq 0
‘Ataba. No, we will not return till God decides
our quarrels.” With some reason he urged that
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the fight must go on ‘so as to prevent them
(the Muslims) from ever afterwards attacking
our caravans,’! about desisting from which act
Mubammad had made no promise. Addressing
‘Amr, he said : ¢ See the murderers of thy brother.
Vengeance! Vengeance!' The cry roused the
ardour of the Meccans and they prepared for
battle. ‘

The fight began by the advance of a small
body of Quraish cavalry to get water. They
were attacked, and only one escaped; he, in
gratitude for his good fortune, became in after
years a Muslim. Another warrior, Aswad, deter-
mined to make by himself the perilous attempt.
‘I swear,” said he, ‘I will drink of that water,
destroy the basin, or die.” Hamza opposed him

-and with one blow nearly cut off his leg. The

wounded man crawled on, defending himself the
while, drank some water, broke down part of the
cistern and so performed his vow. He then ex-
pired of the wounds he had received.

The usual Arab custom of single combats had
been followed at several points, when two brothers,
Shaiba and ‘Ataba, and Walid, the son of ‘Ataba,
advanced and defied three warriors' from the
army of the Muslims to meet them in combat.
Tbree men Mu‘ddh, Ma‘udh and ‘Adf, at once stept
forth, but when ‘Ataba found they were Ansér he

! Raudatu's-Safd, Part ii, vol. i, p. 305.



24 THE BATTLE OF BADXR

declined to meet them, saying that it was not
with them he had a quarrel and that men of his
own tribe should come forth.! Muhammad, then
turning to his kinsmen, said : ‘ Ye sons of Hashim,
erise and fight, according to your right.’” Then
‘Ubaida, Hamza and ‘Ali, all relatives of the
Prophet, stept forth. ‘Ataba said: °Speak that
we may know you.’ Hamza sanswered, ‘I am
the son of ‘Abdu’l-Muttalib, Hamza, the Lion
of God and the Lion of the Prophet.” ‘A worthy
foe,” said ‘Ataba, ‘but who are the other two ?’
On hearing their names he said: ‘ Meet foes
every one.’” Then Walid came forward and ‘Al
fought with him and soon gave him a mortal blow.
Then advanced ‘Ataba and was confronted by
Hamza, from whom he received. his death wound.

Shaiba alone now remained and drew near to-

fight with ‘Ubaida. This conflict was more
prolonged than the others, and ‘Ubaida received
a wound from which a few days later on he
died. On seeing their champion fall, ‘Al and
Hamza attacked Shaiba and soon killed him.
The Meccans thus received the worst in these
combats and their spirits fell, whilst the ardour
of the Muslims increased, and, with their shout
*Oh thou that art triumphant, slay,” the battle
became general. The Prophet then entered the

1 Bome authorities say fha.t Muhammad ordered them back,
as he wished that the honour of the first encounter should be
held by his own relatives. .
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hut, which had been prepared for him, with Abd
Bakr and prayed thus: ‘YLord, fulfil thy mission.
If this small body of faithful men perish, there
will be none left on earth to serve thee.’
‘ Enough, O Prophet,” said Aby Bakr, ‘God will
no't forget His promise.” All at once a trembling
seized the Prophet and he swooned away.! On
recovering he said: ‘Rejoice, O Aby Bakr, God
has sent us aid. I perceive the angel Gabriel
holding the bridle of his horse’ He then went
out, e)Fhorted the warriors, and stirred up their
zeal with the hope of celestial reward. ¢ Whoso-
ever fights valiantly and dies of his wounds will
enter into Paradise’ A Muslim inquired what
action would call forth the smile of God. The
Fea.dy reply was, ‘That of the man who plunges
mto the fight with no armour but his faith.’

- The man cast away his armour, advanced against

the enemy and died of many wounds. The
f].‘ra.ditionists say that Gabriel and Michael clothed
in white stood, the one on the right side of the
Prophet, the other on the left. It was a wild
stormy day and ‘Alf says that such a wind as
blew at Badr was never before felt. *Afterwards
there was another gust and then s third. With
the first Gabriel (Jibrd’il), with the second
Mikd'il, with the third Isrifil arrived, each of

! Some suppose¢ that he swooned from fear: but i
: t it se
rather to have been one of the fits which frequently prece‘:ilf:g
what he gave forth as a revelation from God.
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them leading a thousand angels.’?! Muha'.mma.d
turned it to good use and said that it was
the passing of the archangels with a thousand
angels, each flying as a whirlwind against the
foe. This was confirmed by a revelation:—

When ye sought assistance from your Lord, and he an-
swered, Verily, I will assist you with & thousand sngolg,.fol-
lowing one upon another :—this the Lord did as good tidings
for you, and that your hearts might thereby be assured.—
Suratu’l- Anfal (viii) 9, 10.

It is said that Satan assumed the form gf
Suriqs and said to the Meccans, ‘no one will
defeat you’; but when he saw the angels he
turned away and said: ‘I am free of you, for
I see something, which you do not see. .

When the battle raged, the Prophet picked
up a handful of stones and throwing them at
the Quraish said: ‘May their faces t?e covered
with confusion. Fear come into their hearts,
may they flee.”® This is alleged to have been done
under divine guidance.® The onset was 'then made,
the Meccans fell back and lost heavily. When
the battle was raging fiercely it 1‘; saad tl:.;a.t the
Prophet prayed thus: ‘O God if the infidels

) it, v i : For the various
1 Raudatu's-Safé. Part ii, vol. i, p. 319. .
views of this circumstance see the same book, p. 322.

i i e gravel fell into the mouth and eyes of
es?:t}tol;esa;(fl E::t !\t[husl?ms and they could not see where to
go.—Majymaitah-t-Télib, p. 40. .

3 And thou didst not cast the gravel but God cast it that he
might prove the belisvers.—Suratu'l-Anfdl (viii} 16.
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conquer, then polytheism will spread and thy
religion will not remain firm.’! In the midst of
the fight Mu'ddh met Abd Jahl and with one
blow cut off his leg above the knee. The son of
Abu Jahl then nearly severed the arm of Mu'ddh,
As it impeded his action, he tore it off and con-
tinued to fight. Muhammad had given orders
that the life of Aby Mukhtdri should be spared,
but, when he found that the same clemency was
not to be extended to his companions, he refused
to accept it for himself, lest the woman of Mecca
should say that he had saved his own life by
abandoning his friends. ‘Umaiya bin Khalf and
his son, ‘All, both men of Mecca, were isolated
and unable to get safety in flight. It so happened
that ‘Abdu’r-Rahmén, who, formerly in Mecca,
bad been an intimate friend of theirs, passed
by, carrying some armour taken from the slain,
‘Umaiya called on him for protection, saying
that the ransom he would obtain was worth
more than the armour he was carrying. ‘Abdu’r-
Rahmin took them prisoners. On entering the
camp, he met Beldl, the Mu‘adhdhin, who wished
to slay ‘Umaiya. ‘Take care’, sajd ‘Abdu’r.
Rahmdn, ‘he is my prisoner and under my pro-
tection.” But Beldl was furious and said : ‘May
I die, if I do not kill him. See, O Muslims, here

¥

18 the head of the idolaters.’ The crowd gathered

I Rawi, quoted in the Tarjuma-i-Maqhdzi, P. 40.
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round and, in spite of all ‘Abdu’r-Rahmin’s
efforts, hacked the prisoner to pieces. So he lo'st
both the armour and the ransom.! $Sa‘d bin
Mu‘adh was in favour of the slaughter of all the
prism;;rs.’ Ope of the first things Muhammad
did after the victory was to inquire whether Abid
Jahl, his bitterest enemy, was dead. His servz.mt
went forth and found him still alive. Placing
his foot on his neck he said: ¢ Ah, enemy of God,
thou art confounded. To God and the Prophet
18 the victory.” He then cut off his hf:a.d and
took it to the Prophet who said: ‘It is _more
acceptable to me than the choicest camel in all
rabia.’?
A'I‘he success at Badr was attributed to .the
abnormal strength given to the Muslim warriors,
of whom, according to Wiqidi, twenty could
overcome one hundred Meccans, and als? to the
legions of angels who aided the Musl1ms. A
pdgan Arab and his friend were wa.tc:hmg the
combat, hoping to get some loot when. it was all
over. He said that he heard a voice saying,
¢ Advance Haizim ;'* that he almost die.d of fright
and that his companion was seized with terror.
A Muslim relates how, pursuing a Meccan in

1 Raundatu’s-Safé, Part ii, vol, i, p. 325.

® Ibid, Part ii, vol. i, p. 328. e .

3 Wdqidi, quoted in Muir's Life of Mahomet, vol. iii, p. :
Tarjuma-i-Maghdzi, p. 67,

¢ The name of Gabriel's horse,
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order to kill him, he saw the head of the fugitive
suddenly roll on to the ground, though he had
Dot struck him. An invisible hand had slain the
enemy. It is sald that the Meccans heard the
noise of the horses of the angelic host though
they saw them not. When the Muslims returned
to Madina they replied to congratulations thus:
‘O men of Madina, do not congratulate us. The
victory was not won by our power, for we saw
men lying decapitated, though we had not given
them a blow.” It is said that the Meccans also
attributed their defeat to angelic interposition,
but as this statement comes through Muslim
authorities, it may not be worth much. When
Abu Sufydn retarned to Mecca, Abi Lahab said
to him; ‘O nephew, tell us the news.’ He re-
plied: ‘I saw between heaven and earth riders
on piebald horses against whom none could strive.’
The Qur'dn asserts, in a statement made after
the event, that the Quraish were miraculously led
to see what was unnatural :—

One army fought in the way of God. The other was un-
believing. To their own sight the infidels saw you twice as
many as themselves.! Sdratu Ali ‘Imren (il 11,

The Meccens lost seventy men, of whom twenty-
four were persons of importance. ‘Alf is said

} In Siratu’l-anfd] (viii} 46 the Muslims were said to be
diminished in the eyes of the Meccana, The commentators admit
the discrepancy an try to reconcile the statements by making
the atatement in Siratu Ali ‘Imran precede the one in the
Biaratu’l-Anf4],
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to have slain twenty-four with‘ his own bhand.
The number of the Muslims slain was fourtee};l,
six Muhajirin and eight Anpsar. Althougt; th:
spoil gained was less tha.n.the ca.p?ure o |
caravan would have yielded, 1t was Stn.lll consl elre
able. Ten horses, one hundred and fifty ca.m:bs,
valuable goods and large sums as ransoms fomrI e
prisoners were the proceeds of the victory. any
of the corpses of the Meccans were cast lntih&
well. Muhammad stood by it and repeating the
names of the slain said: O unworthy country-
men of the Prophet, you trfaa.ted me a8 an im-
postor, you did not believe in my mISSIODi. y};og
took up arms against me. God has accomp 1sl.e
the threats you made against me. 1 now ‘)r:aa. 1?3
all His promises.’ ‘ Why talk to the dead’ Z&xt
the by-standers. « Know, replied the Prophe ,
‘that they hear as well as you do,. though t zy
cannot answer. ‘The recently buried hga.r the
foot-steps of the mourners as they lea.v: kt. e
burial ground.” Seventy prisoners were 9’.11 ;nt,;
bound with cords and placed in the hut. b ha
night Muhammad could mot sleep, and on elnlg
asked why this was 80, said : ‘I’ hear my gncg
¢ Abbds groaning in hie box?ds. 1 He ordere
them to be taken off the prisoner and thenl.he
slept. Another account says that the Mus .m;s
retired with their prisoners and passed the night

1 Raundatu's-Safd, Part ii, vol. i. p. 828.

THE BATTLE OF BADR 31

at Uthail, some miles distant from Badr. On the
morrow Muhammad ordered all the booty to be
produced. Those who had taken it claimed it;
those who had pursued the enemy and exposed
their lives in defeating the opponents claimed the
whole, or the larger portion; those who had re-
mained on the field of battle for the safety of
the Prophet and of the camp also laid claim to a
share. The Ansér, who had acted all through as
the Prophet’s bodyguard, also required considera-
tion. The dispute became so hot that Muhammad
had to interpose with a revelation and declare
that, as God had given the victory, to Him the
spoil belonged :—

They ask thee concerning the prey. Say, the prey is
God’s and his Prophet’'s. Wherefore, fear God and dispose
of the matter rightly among yourselves; and be obedient

unto God and his Prophet, it yec be true believers.—Suratu’l-
Anfél (viii) 1.

Soon after a rule, which is still in force, was
given to cover all such cases:—

When ye have taken any booty, a fifth part belongeth to

God and the Apostle, and to the near of kin, and to orphans,

and to the poor and to the wayfarer, if ye believe in God

and in that which we have sont down! to our servant on

the day of discrimination,? the day of the meeting of the
hosts, —Saratu’'l-Anfél (viii) 42,

The booty was finally divided on these princi-
ples, Muhammad receiving, over and above his

} An allusion to verse 1 of this Sdra.
? The Yaumu'l-Farqan, i.e., the day of the battle of Badr.
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ghare, the camel of Abi Jahl and the sword
Dhu'l-Fagar which he gave to.‘Ali. After this
was done, the army left Badr and having gone
about two miles halted in the valley of Uthall,
when Mubammad ordered the prisoners to be
brought before him.! He looked angrily on Nidhir
bin Hérith, who in terror asked Musa‘b to inter-
cede for him saying: ‘If the Quraish bad made
thee a prisoner they would not have put thee to
death.” To which Musa‘b replied: ‘ Even were it
so. 1 am Dot 28 thou art; Isldm hatb rent all
bonds asunder.” Migdad, who had captured the
prisoner, fearing lest he chould lose his ransom,’
gaid: * The prisoner I8 mine’; but Mubammad
gave the command that he should be beheaded,
which was done. Two other prisoners were put
to death, Nadir, a poet, who had ridiculed the
Prophet, and ‘Ugba who had publicly insulted
him. ‘Uqba pleaded for more generous treatment,

) The slaughter is thus justified i —
No prophet hath been cnablod to take captives until he
had made great slaughter in the earth.—Saratu'l-Anfdl

(viii} 68.
'8 In the Raudatu’s-
reprosonted as wesping,
some prisoners and 80 3
leniency \—

}iad there not been & P
severe chastisement had befallen you, for (the ransom) which
ye took. {Suratu’l-Anfél {viii) 69.] Husain and Baidawi,
commenting on this verse, 8ay that Muhammad said that it
the punishment had come, only ‘Umar and Sa'd bin Mu‘édh
would have escaped. it, for they were for killing all- the

prisoners and not for accepting ransoms.

Safa (Part ii, vol. i, p. 337) Muhammad is
because ransom was being accepted for
ravelation came which excused such

revious ordinance from God, &
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but was told that he could not receive it because
of hl.S enmity to God and the Prophet. ‘And
my httle girl’, said ‘Ugba ‘who will take care of
her ?° ‘.Hell fire’, replied Muhammad. He was
then s}am. ‘ Wretch that he was and persecutor!
Unbeliever in God, in His Prophet and in His;
Bo.ok! I give thanks unto the Liord that hath
slain thee and comforted mine eyes thereby’ was
the comment of Muhammad as the prisoner
was slain! A tradition records that Muhammad
wished all the prisoners to be killed but Ai)li
Bakr pleaded for mercy in order to givé time and
opportunity for repentance. ‘Uthmdn was on the
side of severity. Too much reliance cannot be
placed on these traditions and no doubt some of
the. details are exaggcrated; but the executions
which certainly took place were, in the opinion
zin:(l:e Muslims, justified by the revelation which

imllf'. ti'sdnot for a Prophet to take prisoners until he hath
icted & grievous wound upon his enemies
Saratu’l-Anfdl (viii} 70 o the eaxth—

In Mecca when the news of the defeat arrived
there was great consternation; but Abu Sufydn
wl_lo ha.q lost ome son killed and another taﬁen
prisoner forbad signs of mourning, lest the enem
should rejoice. He swore that he would t&kg

! Wéqidi, quoted in Muir’s Lif

i 2 g s of Mahomet,
Hish&mi, and Tabari also refer tc{ this mgve;fl' Topt 116.
Maghdzi, p. 6. . Tarjuma-i-

3
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revenge. Jile was the leader in the next conflict,
the battle of ‘Uhud. In Mecca there were some
persons who were secretly inclined to Islam and
they were glad at the result, but dared not show
their satisfaction. In a few weeks the ransomed
prisoners returned; those who could pay no ran-
som were, 1f willing, set free, after a time, on
condition that they would not in future take up
arms against the Prophet. The breach was now
complete between the Meccans and the Prophet
and all hope of conciliation was at an end.
Messengers were sent to Madina from Uthail
to make kvown the news of the victory. The joy
was very great and even the children took up the
cry, ‘Abu Jahl, the sinner, is slain!’ The next
day Muhammad arrived, ‘with much booty and
many prisoners’; but was grieved to hear tbat
his daughter Rugiyya had died in bis absence.
The prisoners, on the whole, by the direction of
Mubammad, were then treated kindly. Some,
indeed, declined to be ransomed and remained in
Madina. The Meccans had to come 1n person to
ransom their relatives and friends; but a visit
to Madina was very distasteful to them. The
prisoners were won over by the prolonged period
of kindness they enjoyed and many became Mus-
lims. Still & sufficient number were ransomed to
bring considerable wealth to the Muslim coffers.
The battle of Badr was a turning point in the
Prophet’s career. Defeat would have been almost
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ll;l:ngusl to dhfe};) cause ;” whereas success gained as
cclared by the miraculous jnte bositi
. rpositio
god, materially strengthened his position. nThO:
H:;attv;as Dow cast, and his followers were com-
mitted to a long and active struggle with hig
OPponents. Islim must now stang or fall by ¢
arbitration of the sword. e
. The Importance of the battle is geen in the full
mc:;ur;t;stglg? by the historians. and the vast
. raditions which have gro
. Ope thing which str; o rendor of nd
: ikes the reader of t
Darratives is that there wag son b
: ; really no reaso
ﬁge such Ifn:(c;n:nnenc‘,e to divine interposition ?I‘lt:z
ccans bad started out a thousang .
stron
(I:na.ny had returned when they knew thai, :)}:111:
aravan was safe, and amop

' , gst those wh -
ma..med there were numbers who only diod 1':0
;);lpg t;of the vehement words of Abd Jahl. The

clics of the Muslims were super '

: perior to those
1t;helr fges. They secured the key of the positio?xf
by getting possession of all the wells. They haq
: kel:zen the.a,ggre:ssors; they had come forthywith

e full 1ntent1qn of fighting, though they had

tT})lefea.t; wquld have been fasal to their cause. Op
Ozit?ne side was an army, placed in gn inferior
gmn on,hcontammg raany brave men, byt also
Y Who would rather not : ;

! ave been th
gc})f:,r thehlother. Bld.e Was a small compact fo:cr:.
oughly united in spirit, enthusiastically devot.ed’
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to its leader, fighting for its very existence as
representatives of the new religion. What was
deficient in numbers was fully made up in unity
of purpose and moral force. Clearly there are
sufficient natural causes to account for the victory
of Badr. :

The next question which arises is this: Who
‘was responsible for the battle? There is no suffi-
cient evidence to show that, after Muhammad’s
flight from Mecca, the Quraish as a body had
been aggressors. Probably they were only too
glad to get rid of one who, from their sta.ndpoin.t,
was a troublesome citizen, a contemner of their
ancient custoras and worship; and if so they
would have left him and his followers quietly
alone at Madina. But what happened is this.
About a year after his arrival at Madina, Muham-
mad started on his first warlike expedition to
Abwa and Wadd4n® but fajled to find the Mec-
cans. A second and third expedition followed,
the latter with the- definite object of capturing
of l crggzni\zll%ci?ﬁhci?: a;)l&;::;a p::'iabl:"?h eﬁgt(ﬁgmlgﬁgz'f?vrzzzaﬁz
p. 554) to which Saratu')-Mumtahina (1x) 8 may refer —

God doth not forbid you to deal with kindness and fairness

toward those who have not made war upon you on account
of your teligion, or driven you forth from your homes.

The Meccans,. however, aré expressly excluded from any such
leniency.
The next verse reads:—
Only doth God forbid you to make friends of thoss who,
on account of your religion, have warred against you, and
have drsiven you forth from your homes.
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a rich caravan. These, however, were failures.
A fourth was in pursuit of an Arab chief, who
was in alliance with the Quraish, but their
complicity with his supposed misdeeds 13 not
shown. Other expeditions were sent out under
some of the Companions. These were simply
mearauding parties, which consisted entirely of the
Muhdjirdn and not of the Ansdr,! sent forth to
loot the rich caravans of the Meccans. They, too,
were failures, for the Meccans were on the alert
and carefully avoided any conflict.

The Ansdr did not partake in the earlier raids
a8, had they not been aggressive, they could have
done under their compact? They did, however,
join in the battle of Badr and that certainly was
not originally planned as & defensive expedition.
However, by thet time the martial spirit had
pervaded the whole Muslim body and the original
compact seems to have been lost sight of or
ignored. This was quite natural for, when it was
made, these continual raids on caravans could not
have been foreseen. The constant failures placed
the Muslims in & serious position and their pres-
tige was at stake; 8o another raid was soon
organized, even though it had to be made in &
month sacred from ancient deys from all feuds
and quarrels, It was the month in which the

1 This is a proof that there were not defensive expeditions,
for the Ansér were pledged to defend the Prophet.

2 Bee Historical Development of the Qur'dn, (3rd ed.) p. 86.
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Quraish, relying on the old established usage,
would be off their guard and would take no
special care to send warriors with their CAravans.
Thus it was that at Nakhla a caravan was easily
surprised and looted. This violation of the sacred
month rather shocked even the people at Madina
and their doubts had to be set at rest by a

revelation :—

They will ask thee concerning war in the sacred month.
Say, To war therein is bad, but to turn aside from the cause
of God, and to have no faith in Him and in the Sacred
Temple, and to drive out its people is worse in the sight of
God, and civil strife is worse than bloodshed.—Suratu’l-

Baqara (ii) 214.

It does not appear that in any of these wars
the Meccans had been the aggressors. Thfe old
historians feel no difficulty in giving & sm'lple
straightforward account of them, and the idea
that the propriety of a course of action, such a8
the Muslims adopted as aggressors, should ever
be questioned, or indeed was even  Open to
question, did not apparently enter their minds.
Modern Muslim writers in India, however, do
assume the position of apologists. Thus in ‘The
Spirit of Islém’ Syed Amir ‘Al Séhib descrlpes
the advance of the Meccans to Badr as a raiding
expedition to the very vicipity of Madina “to
destroy the Isldmites and to protect one of their
caravans bringing munitions of war’.! The historical

1 The Spirit of Isidm, p. 145.
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facts are that the caravan was not coming fo
‘Madina, but was bhurrying away from it as fast
as possible, and that it was conveying the usual
articles of merchandise! and not munitions of war.
It is also a fact that the Meccans did not send out
& relieving force until they knew that Muhammad
bad laid his plans to attack their caravan. Their
expedition was purely one for the simple inten-
tion of showing that they were prepared to try to
protect their property and to show the Muslims
that this constant raiding must be stopped.
Whether, now that the caravan was safe, it would
have been better to have rested content with that
is & question they were best acquainted with. No
doubt they thought that they could, owing to
their superior numbers, chastize the Muslims and
s0 insure their commerce from future molestation,
and it is hard to say that they were wrong.
Maulavi Cherdgh ‘Ali Sihib adopts a similar
line of reasoning and says: ‘ The Quraish would
naturslly have {uken every strong and hostile

-measure to persecute the fugitives.’® This is an

1 There were one thousand camels and valuable gonds—-.
Lo S e (Tarjuma-i-Majmii‘ak, p. 15). It was a caravan
containing the property of the Quraish *¢y Jloel described as
great property—ye=S J! o (Muddriju'n. Nabiwat, p. 557). Nothing
is said ‘about munitions of war’, It is reasonuble to suppose
that had they been there, the early historians and traditionists

would have loudly proclaimed the fact as o justification of the
Muslim desire to ecapture it. ‘

% Critical Ezposition of Jikdd, p. vi.
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assumption and its correctness is not proved. As
a proof that the Meccans were the aggressors,
this verse is quoted :—

If they seek to deal treacherously with you, they have

already dealt treacherously with God before.'—Sdratu’l- .

Anfal (viii) 72.

but )it was revealed after the battle and fo justify
tt. It does not, therefore, contravene the ac-
curacy of the historical statements.

It i1s said that Muhammad had tried to pacify
the Meccans and that this proves that he was
not the aggressor and this verse is quoted:—

*0 Meccans! If ye desired a decision, now hath the
decision come to you.l! It will be better for you, if ye give
over the struggle.’—Saratu'l-Anfél (viii) 19.

But this revelation came after the battle and
80 only proves that Muhammad ¢hen wished for
a truce. It does not deal with the question sas
to who was respopsible for the commencement
of hostilities. Maulavi Cherdgh ‘Ali Séhib takes
up & much stronger position when he admits, for
the sake of argument, that the marauding ex-
peditions were actually made by the Muslims,
for the purpose of waylaying caravans and not
in self-defence. He argues that, as the Muslims
had been, owing to 1ll treatment, compelled to
leave Mecca, there weas from the day of the
Hijra, or Flight from Mecca, a state of war be-
tween the Muslims in Madina and the Quraish

1 i.e. The victory at Badr,
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in Mecca, and that, such being the case, it was
quite lawful on the part of the Muslims to seize
and appropriate all the property of their enemies
whenever and however they could get it.! This
argument, at all events, accepts the historical
sequence of events, even though the deduction
from them may be open to question.

On the whole, it seems quite clear that the
Muslims in Madine were the aggressors. The
efforts made by modern Muslim writers to re-
move this impression from the minds of the
English readers of their books seems to show
that they find it difficult to accept the state-
ments of their own historians. With the spirit
which dictates their line of defence, with the
higher moral ideal with which such writers would
surround their Prophet, we may have much
respect and sympathy; and value it as one bene-
fit, at least, of the Western culture they have
gained; whilst we may hesitate, in the face of
the statement of facts given by the Muham-
madan historians, to accept the explanations they

give as historically correct.

1 It is & fact that the Muslims were poor and in distress and
this view of the need of property was propounded by the author
of the Raudalu's-Safs, a long while sgo. In connexion with
the events of Badr, he sasys that Muhammad *considered that
the heat of the infidels could not be quenched without the play
of bright scimitars, and that this end could not be easily
attained in the wcrld (in which affairs succeed by the aid) of
means, without (obtaining pessession of} the goods of the
opponents, which have, in the Preserved Table, been appointed
to be the salary of warriors.,) Part ii, vol. i, p. 281,



THE BATTLE OF UHUD

TrE news of the defeat at Badr waa received st
Mocca with great sorrow. At first, the Mecoans,
Yepressed their grief, lest theéir enemies should
rejoice ‘when they heard how deeply the calamity
had affected them ; but sfier a few weeks it could
be restrained mno longer -and in many a home
there was wailing for the. desd. They svoided
sll appearance of haste in sending a ransom for
the prisoners and generally scted in a oautious
manner. They were traders and it wes no essy
matter to stir them np ic revenge; but, st last,
the influence of Ab%t Bufydn prevailed and retalia~
tion wes determined on, though for & whils no
acéive mensures were.taken. S

. At Madina, the power of the Prophet was much
incressed by the victory at Badr, and he naw.
commenced the repression of the Jewish tribes
with & sternness greater then the. circumstances
calied for; but this subiect we must pass by,
Mubsmmsd- then had, in self-defence it may be
said, to undertake three small expeditions against
certain Arab tribes, alliés of the Quraish, for,
though the Mecoans were slow in their combined
movements, yot Abu Sufydn, with a very small
force, mede s raid 'in the mneighbonrhood of
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Madina and destroyed some property, and, though
this attack was of no importance in itself, it
‘might have brought some tribes into confliet with
Mubammad. The sitecks of the Muslime on the
Axab tribes were not sudcessful and no booly was
gained: so the old plan of sttempting fo capture
& caravan was adopted. - 3 _—

The hisforian Wiqidi gives a full account of
this affsir. He describes the difficulty the Mecocan
merchants found themselvea in as regards s safe
commercial route to Byria. They said that their
trade would be rnined by Muobammead and his
followers; thai the ordinary western route was.
now closed to themi; thai, if they remained quiet
and sent no caravan, they would be living on
their capital and soon come to ruin. Then Asid
bin Mutfalib recommended them-fo try the east.
ern route to Syrie by way of ‘Irdq. Affer somae
discassion, & guide having been found, thia plan
was adopted snd a large and tich caravan was
sent. The news of this chenge of route reached
Muhammad at Madina end he at once sent Zaid
bin Hiritha with a hundred horsemen in pursnit
of the carevan. It was taken, and all the goods
to the vaiue of ons hundred thousand dirhems,
with two  prisoners, weré brought fo Madina
where the spoil was divided.) The prisoners were
told to mocept Islém, which they did, and in the

. B66.

* Muddrifu'n-Nabiwat, p. 685, Roudatu's-§afd, Part ii, vol. ,
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‘words of the bisborian thus 'saved their lives from
the grasp of death’ The defence for this raid
is that it was slmost certain that the Meccans
would not leave the Muslims alone: bus. it also
equally proves that the Mualims either did not
want peace, or thut the Arab love of looting
overcame their prudence. It.was olearly manifest
thet the Meccans could now no longer remain
quiet. Their very existence as a commercial
community wae in danger, The Badr route was
unsefe snd now the esstern cne was within the
reach of the Muslims' The immediste cause of
the battle of Uhud was the unprovoked capture
of the caraven of the merchants of Mecca. It is
nob fair, or even historically true, to cast all the
blame on the Meaccens. _ .
More than & year had passed since Abt Sufyin
hed saved the caravan; the attempt to caplure
which on the part of Mubammad had led to the
battle of Badr.- The Meccans hsd promised to
devote the profits of this mercantile venture to
megsures to be taken for the protection of their
sommerce in future, and the goods had been
carefully stored awany for this purpose, but as yet.
nothing ‘had been done. However, the earnest

. 18yed ‘Amir Al Sdpib biemes the Mecesns for the battle of
Uhud. He atiributes the sending of the expedition to s re.
vengeful gpirit on their part; but, strange to say, ke enkirely
emits all mention of the previous capture of their caravarn,
which was both the cssse and the justifioation of the Maocan
attmok onlminating in Uped. Spiril of Isidm, pp. 1858.4, . -
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protests of Abd Sufydon gnd of others, like ‘Akrims,
who had lost relatives at Badr, and who ,c-ou]ﬂ
point to the recent cepture of & caravan, 58 an
jnstance of the peril they were in, prevailed a:né
the neecessary funds wera su;:plief.l. The 'fo'ﬂf:wmg
-verss evidently refers to some action of this kind:—

. riches with intent to turn men

froimi.i:‘eﬂi:ry lf:n(&io?:a ira};remcl. it they shall; then shall

ighi hall they be overcoms,
sighing coms ujon them, and then & . ‘ ne,
and the infeids shall ba gathered into “Hall.—Hératn’h

Antdl (vid} 86. .

Zaid's recent guccessful raid-brought home to
.4he Msceans the -fact that,i:if they were n?ii.
.active, the Muslims were, _
Mgoma of the most eloguent men, of whom 'A.n.u'
binu'l-ﬂ!&g was one, were sent forth fo seok nid
from the neighbouring Bedouin tribes. Thus the
Meccans were able to raise an Brmy of three
thousand men, of whom seven hundred were clad
in armour. They also had two hundred horsemen,

-three thousand camels and camel litters for ladies.

Qafwain bin Ummaiys said, ‘we muab take our
wives with us to bemoan fhose Who have been
slain st Badr, while onr wounds are yet fresh.

-This messure will dguble our strength in battle.’?

Abt Sufvén was appointed the cm_nmandez a:ml
after & march of ten days, early n the spring

of AD. 6357 they arrived in the mneighbourbood.

1 Randatw's.Safd, Parh ii, vol. i, . 86T, T .
9 The sctual dn.ta’ wag the fifth dsy of the rhoutk Shauwal. -
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of Madina and encamped in n fertile plain, Dhi'l-

- Halifs near Uhud. The horses and camels found

plenty of fodder, but the farmers withdrew the

‘cattle, the implements of husbandry, and their

laboursrs f¢ Madine in good fime sund so saved
them. The leading wmen of the Quraishk- accom-
panied the srmy. There were slso in the camp
many  women, who, by their songe and muaie,
fanned the ardour of the warriors and called for
verigeance for their friends and relatives who had
fallen at Badr.

- It is recorded in the traditions that when the
‘Meccans ceme fo the grave of Muhammad's
mother, some of them proposed that they should
dig'up the bores and keep them o exchange for
any of their womer who mighi{ be taken pri-
soners; but Abd Suofyin ridiculed the idea and
forbad such & barbarous proceeding.! -

- The city of Madina waa protected on the north
by some rocky ridges. The road to the southern
suburbe was open and essy; but the houses thers
were capable of being used ss defensive positions,
snd so the Meccans waited in their halting. place
for three days, hoping that the Muslims would
come out end offer babtle.

- Mesnwhile, the Prophets uncle 'Abbds, a resi-
dent at Meces, snd well affected towarde him,
sent a letter, containing a full account of the
' 1 Muddriiwn-Nabsiwal, p. 588, Batedatu's-Safs, Pach i, vol. i,
B, 870, : ST
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eparations which were being made at Mecea.
gzi:}anmthe night of the 5th of Bhauwél, M‘ul;za.m.-
mad sent Habbéb ibn Mundhir a shrewd intelii-
gent mun, as & spy o the camp of the Quraish
to sscertain how far the repori he had received
trom 'Abbée was correct. He returned and stated
that it was so, on heayping whichk Mnhammad
said: ‘'God protects us, snd He is our advoeate,
O Alléb to Thee I turn, and in Thee I frast.” .

During the Thursday night, when thte alarm
was great, a number of ihe Companions and
some of the leading men of the Ans and EKhaz.
raj tribes kept watch &b the EProphat'n door.
Muhammad passed a rvestless night and had L]
dream in which he saw thab he himeelf was clad in
agrmottr, that his sword was broken ab the point,
that & cow was Lilled for sacrifice and shaf he
was riding a ram. This he int.erpr:_.atad to mean
that Madine was & secure place in which I'zm
followers should remain, that some (,':al&mlty
would happen to himself, that many of his Com-
panions would be killed and that the leader of
the infidels would be slain. Some of the Angér
who hed mot gome to Madina, advocated sctive
messures and urged the Frophet to march forth
against the ememy, but some of the older men,
especinlly 'Abdu’lidh bin Ubbsy, then uzg?d. ]:um
o adopt @ defensive attitude. They said Abide,

O Prophet of God in Madins, and go. not oub,

for by Aldh, we have never gome oul from
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Mudins against an ememy; but he has defeated
us, and no enemy hee sver entered Madina to
attack us, bat we have defeated him. So let
them alone.” To this he agreed.! This was cer-
tainly the wiser conrse, for, even if the Mecoans
had attempied to take Madina by storm, & fight
in the narrow lanes and sireets would almost
certainly have led to their defeat.

Then Hamza bin ‘Abdu’l-Mujielib, Ss‘d bin
Ubdda and others said: ‘If we stay here the
enemy will think that we are afraid of them and
we shall be disgraced and other Areb tribes will
be emboidened to attack us.* For guch a day
as this they had longed. FHamza swore that he
would not break his fagt ill he had fought the
enemy. The result of all this urgent plending
was that the Prophet gave way and ascending
the pulpit said: *'If ye be sieadfast the Lord
will give you the viotory.'” After many worde of
encouragement he ordered the army to prepare
for battle. Then were the men of action gled,

1 Some authoritics, however, considor that Mubsmmsd never
approved of the waibing polioy [see Marguiouth's Mokammad,
E. g8} and this ides has some m:sport in the verses, which re

uke thoze whe advoosted remeining in Medine; thue s

Who #aid of their brethten while themselves sa$ st hom.
¢ Had they obeysd us, (e, in remaining iz Mading) they h.?
not been slain.’ Sey: ‘Heep baok desth from yourselves i
yo apesk truth’

. And repube not those slain in Sod's pliih to ha Jead. Nay,
slive are thoy with thelr Tord.—Birete AN Ymrin [iil) ﬁﬁ-g.

! Muddrifu'n. Nabiwat p. 589.

4
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but & few still hesitated and some commenta._tors
say that then this verse came:— -

When two troops of you became full of anxious thoughb_,
and lost heart.—Sératu Ali ‘Imrén (iif) 118,

but the majority refer it to a defection on the
field of battle.

After the prayers were over, the Prophet re-
turned to his chamber, and came forbh cl_&d in
armour girded with a belt of perfumed goat-skin

and carrying a sword ahnd & spear. When the.

Muslims saw him thus prepared and observed his
bearing, they were astonished and said: * O Apostle
of Good, whatever you wish, we will do.’! Mu-

hammad then said: ‘ March forth in the name of-

Alldh, the Most High, for the victory is yours
if ye be steadfast’ The banmers were given to
valiant men to carry; the flag of the Muhé.jrrt!}n
to ‘Ali; that of the Bani Aus fo 8ad bin
(Ubdda; that of the Bani Khazraj to Hubéb.
‘Abdwlldh ibn Umm Maktim was left in Icha.r.ge
of the city. Though Uhud was only a short dis-
tance away from Madina, yet the road was .ha,d
and a guide was needed. Abtd Ha.shr.na Haritha
safely conducted the Prophet 'and his srmy to
the position which they wished to occupy. The
Muslim army was one thousand strong and con-
tained one hundred men who Wwore armour. It
had no cavalry, for only one horse was present.

t Muddriju'n-Nabiwal, p. 590,
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On arfival at the field of - battle ‘Abdu’lléh ibn
Ubbay, the leader of the Mundfiqin, who was
much displeased abt the rejection of his advice to
remain in Madina, turned away and retired with

' three hundred men. 1t is said two troops who
occupied the flanks wavered and were about to
join hinmi, when the Prophet, according to some
authorities, gave forth this revelation:—

When two troops of you became full of anxious thoughi
snd lost heart, and when God became the protector of both |
In (God, then, let the faithiul {rust. ' A

God had already succoured you at Badr, when ye were the
weaker| Fear God, then, that ye may be thankfil,

Then thou didst say to the faithful, ' Is it not enough for

.you that your Lord aideth you with three thousund angels
sont down from on high ?' ' ‘

O yes: but if ye be steadfast and fear God and the fos
gome upon you in hot haste, your Lord will help you
with five thousand angels.)—Sdératu Ali ‘Imrdn {ii) 118-121,

This exhortation had its effect and the Bani
Sali‘ma and the Bani Héritha regaining -their
cournge stood firm. The defection of ‘Abdu’lléh
ibn Ubbay is attributed to Satanic agency:—

Of a truth it was Satan who caused those of you to fa:ﬂ
in duty who turned back when the hosts met.—Sdratu Alj
‘Imzén (iif} 149, 2 )

The loss of three hundred warriors was serious,

but the seven hundred who remained were brave

! i.e iu Uhud,

2 Baidéwi says: ‘The cause of their fall may have been their
3revioun sins which made this one easy, or through fear of

eath before they had repented of their sins.’
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and faithful men, ready io die in what they
believed was the cause of God end of His Apostle.
They were no} dishesrtened at the superior num-
bers of the enemy. ‘

Muhammed took up his position with judg-
ment, facing in $he direciion of Madina. The hiil
of Uhud, a rugged spur of & mountsin chain, ex-
tended for three or four miles into the valley, It
is eo isolated from the other hills that it almost
stands slops. It is situated a few miles from
Madina, in what was then a bad road, which as
‘we have seen necessitated the employment of a
guide by Muhammad. The hill prolected his rear
and it was impregnable, ezcept at ome opening,
which the historians refer to &s ‘a place of grest
danger’. This Muhammad guarded by posting
there fiity of his best atchers under the command
of ‘Abdwllgh ibn Jubair. He gave strict orders
that they were not to move from their position
until he told them fo do so. Neither the oppor-
tunity of looting nor the victory or the defeat of
the Muslims was to draw them away. They weta
to guard the pass. The commenders of the right
and left wings, 'Ukdse bin Muhsin snd Abd Salme,
were then sppointed and ordered not to advance
till Muhemmad gave the orders The Muslim
force was too small to take the offensive and it
was wisely determmived to await the onsel of the

Meceans. :
Meanwhile Abd Sufydin arranged his forces, the
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‘right wing under Khélid, the left under *‘Tkrima

bin Abk Jahl, Abt Bifydr took command of the
centre. The standard was placed in the charge

-of Talhe bin '‘Abi Talka. The women with theix

timbrela cama to the front and eang warlike
songs' and then retired to the rear. The battle
commenced by the dischurge of an arrow by Abt
Amir who then with fifty archers attacked the
Muslims but was repulsed, Then came forth
Talha, the standard-bearer, and ‘plecing the foot
of temerity into the plain of chellenge ' called for
Bome oneé (o opposs him in single combat. ‘Al
responded to the cell, and *saliied forth towseda
kira hkeq & vernal torrent precipitating itself from a
mountain into a vailey’, and slew him. Mubam-
mad was delighted and cried out Alldhu Akhar!
God is great! and the cry resounded all through
the Mualim ranks, The brother of Talha rushed
forward and seized the banner. IHamazs attacked
and killed him. .-Other mambers of Talha’s tamily
stepped f{orth, but all—iwo brothers and three
seps—were slain in single combat. The women

‘who were in the resr beat their drums and en.

couraged the Mecoans to fight, ’

! Muir gives the following specimen ;—
Wo are the davghters of the brave
On carpete we step delioately ; .
Boldly advance, wa shall embrace you !
Turn back, nnd we will shun you !
Bhuz you with disgust |

Lifa of Mahomet, vol, i, p. 188,
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Thus far success was with the Muslims, Cham-
pion after chempion of the Quraish had fallen snd
something like a panic set in, for they could not
resist the furicus onset the Muaslims now mede.
Their lines were broken and they fled. The
Meoccan ouvalry had tried in wvain to furn the
flank of the Muslims, for the band of the archers
kept them at bay. Al would have gone well if
the froops had remembered the Prophel’s injunec-
tion to be sbeadfast; but, the Meocan camp being

pow left unguarded, the desire to plunder if.

became so strong that the commanders could not
control their men. The archers, seeing thaé loot-
ing was going om, in spite of all their leader
could do, disobeyed the Prophet's order and left
their important position in order to engage in the
seme operstion and so secure their share of the
booty. Khalid, the leader of the Meccan cavalry,
st once came through the pass, and appesred at
the rear of the now d&isorganized Muslim army,
The rest of the Meccans seeing this reformed
their ranks, and pressed om the Muslimes who
now fled in all directions.'! Then thers was a
glaughter grim and great. The Moeccans losi

1 Phe hasty fight, scoording to Baiddwl, was sflerwards thus

excused 1

Of a truth it wen Satan ajone whe oansed those of you
to fail in duty who fummed baok on the day when the posis
met—Shratn Al Tmmn (i) 149

This wores roay, however, also vefor to the previcne defection
of *Abdu’Béh ibn Ubbay, -
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twenty-two men killed; the Muslims  seventy,
forty Mubdjirin and thirty Anshr. Mubhammad
was in & position of great danger, snd when he
eaw his men fleeing he cried ont, ‘ Come back,

+ I am the Apostle of God! return!’ A small band

of fourteen men gathered round him for his
protection, but were scon aftacked. A stone
broke one of the Prophet's feeth, another drove

" the rings of his helmet into his cheek, It i
.related that, on wiping the blood from his face,
.$he Prophet said: ‘ How can people live who deal
“thus with their prophet, who is inviting them

to Alidh’ ‘O God pardon my people’ Then
Gabriel, it is said, brought down the verse :m— -

1t is none of thy soncern whether He he: turned into

thets in kindness, or chastise them.—Bgratu AN ‘Tmrén,
(i) 198, _

Mubammad fell to the ground, and the oy’
went up that he was slain' ' Where now,'
seid some of his disheartened followers, ‘is the
promise of his Liord?’ The rumour seemed to
have checked the vigour of the pursmit, for if
Muhammad were dead, the Meccans had no desire
to kill his followers. Bui he was only stunned

¥ Tho ery s aid to have bean mods by Baban who appeared
in the lorm of Jad bin Bardgn, and thet it was hurdp ae far
off aa Madina by Fatims, who came forth from her house and
wepk., Bhe afterwards procesded to the fleld of battle and
attonded te his wounds, Trsdilion states that not o drop of
Plood was silowed o fsll on the ground, Had it dome so, a
great ealamity, it is said, would have besn sent from hasven
upen mea, and grass would never sgain bave grown upon earth.
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and scon came to himself, The Muslims began
fo shout for joy. bat Mubamwmad wisely restrained
them from thus calling the attention of the Meo-
cans to his recovery. He was then taken to a
sheltered piace behind the rocks where his wounds
were dressed. As the blood was being washed
off he said: ‘ How shall the people prosper that
have thus treated their Prophel, who calleth
them unto their Lord? ILet the wrdith of God
burn sgeinst the men that have besprinkled the
face of His Apostle with blood.) Baiddwi aays
the following verse wsas then revesled :~-
Muhsmmad i mo more than an apostla: oﬁheﬂr'upostles
have already passed away before bim: it he die, thecafore,
or ba siain, will ya turn upon your heels,
No one oan die sxeept by God's permission, according

to the Book' that fxeth the term {of life)—Bfrate A%
‘Imrdn’ (1) 138-9. ' :

This was intended to allay the cognsternation
which the report had spresd emongst the Mus-
lims. The Meccans searched for hie body, but
did mot find it. Abd Sufydn approached as near
as was safe and shouted oust: ‘Is Muhammaed
among you?’ QGetting no reply, he seid ‘Is Abt
Bakr among yor ?° but no anewer came. Then he
sang out, Is *Umazr with you?  There was atill
silence, and so convinced that he was dead the
Meccans then, in the uvsusl indecisive way in
which the Arab fribal! conflicts were conducted,
retired from the field of battle. The Meccan srmy
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might essily have entered Madina and the affer-
course of Arsbian history might thereby have been
changed; but they turned towerds home, satisfied
with baving at lust taken their revenge for the
defest at Badr. :

After the batile the women, mutilated some of

“the bodies of the slain. - Abd Sufydn disclaimed all

responsibility for this disgraceful act and said,
what is no doubk true, that he had not ordered i%
to be done; bulb according $o the Muslim historians,
who are not generous in their estimate of their
enemies, he was not very sorry about it. He
also gave notice that he would return to Badr in
the following year. By the order of the Prophet
the Muslims said: * Let it be s0." The Meccans,
in meccordance with the usual indecisive resnits
of Areb warlare, failed to porsue their victory and
ratired ic Msoca. , S -
The Muslims then wené in search of their
killed and wounded. When Hemsza's mutilated
corpse weas broughi 'in, Mahammad was very
much grieved and said that, if God gave him &
victory, he would mutilate seventy Meccans in ‘the
same manner. Then Gabriel brought this verse 1w
Tf yo make veprisals, then meke them o the same. extent

thai ye were injured ; but if ye can endure patiently, best will
it be for the patiegily enduring.—Biratu'n-Najl {xvl} 1170

1 Muir pointe oubt thot this verse ocours in o late Meocan
Biire and 50 coneiders that ib does net apply to this event (Ldfe
of Mahomet, vol. iii, p. 179); but most commentatoms, including
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The intention of the Prophet wss clear, and
the commentstors® allow thet Fretaliation . was
permitted ; only that it should be *fo the same
extent’, 1.e.'on one not on seveniy persons. B8till
they admit that Muhammad exercised & wise for-
bearance in following the last clause of the verse
and in doing nothing. 4

The way in which this subject is treated in the
‘Hpirit of Isldm’ (p. 168) is noteworthy, 'The
anthor says: ‘Hven Mohammmad was so moved
by indignation as to declere that the dead of the
Roreish should in future be treated in like manner.
But the gentleness of his nature conquered the
bitterness of his heart. * Bear wrong patiently,”
he preached; * verily, best it will be for the pa-
tiently enduring.”’ And from that day the horrible
practice of muiilation which prevailed smong ali
the nations of antiquity was jinexorably forbidden
to the Moslems. It will be seen that the first
clauge of the verse [Bidratun-Nehi {(xvi) 117]
is not quoted, which sc far from ‘inexorably’
forbidding mutilation clearly silows if, on condition
that it does not exceed the crime for which it is
e retaliation, That Muhammad, at times, showed

Byed Amir cAll, say that {t was rovesled on this ocooasion.
Noideko who oagroee with them, says that Tiemidhi and the

suthor of the Iigdn P!l.n-e it at the buking of Meoca. He shows.

that in the Bdratu’n-Nakl there are seversl Madins verses.—
Geschichls des Qorans, pp. 116, 11L

¥ Tafaw-t-Hmaim, vob i, p. 381 : Baidéwi, vel. i, p. 5%‘
Khaligatu'l-Tafdeir, vol. iii, p. 584, :

THE BATTLE OF UBUD 59

gentleness, no student of his life will deny; but
in this case the words about patience are noi his,
but were brought by Guabriel® and, according to
the orthodox view of inspiration, sre the words
of God himself; and Muhammad can only be said
‘to preach’ them in the sense that he delivered
exactly what was revealed to bhim, and that the
words are not his at =ll? If the hard and un-
inteiligent ides of imepiration which Muslims hold
could be given up then, and not till then, canh
this verse be nsed to show fthe gentleness of fthe
Prophet. No doubt the practice of mufilation is
now given up, but it cannot be said that the Qur'dn
absolutely forbids a restricled form of it.

"Muhsmmad prayed over the mulilated corpse
of Hamza. After this wes done, the body, of each
martyr was brought to the same spol and 2
prayer {nmmdz) was then said over esch one in
auccession. Seventy prayers were said over the

‘body of Hamze. "The marbyrs, as they ware thence-
forth cailed, were buriad just as they were in their

blood-eprinkled garments, for said Muhammad:
*God will raise them up at the last day in sach
s state that blood will fiow from their woundas’.

On the march back $o Madina the men and
women of each tribe that was passed by, though

} Raundaiu's-Safs, Pact H, vol. it.

2 The torms used by the commentators are ' thip verse
descended ', *{Jod sent 1t-‘ the nanal forme for saying it came
not out of the Prophet's min&, but from heaven.
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themselves mourning for their dead, were glad to
see the Prophet safe and said: ‘ Any- calamity be-
sides that of losing this is trifling and easy to
bear.” On arriving at Madina he observed  that,
though there was general lamentation, no sound
of wailing came from Hamza's house; so he sent
women to weep then till midnight.

It was now brought to the knowledge of the
Prophet that some of the Meccans regretted that

they had retired from the contest so soon; so he

anticipated another possible attack and, to encour-
age his followers, he ordered Billih, the Mu'adh-
dhin, to shout out the following notice: *‘The
Apostle of God orders you to hasten and seek
the enemy, but none are to sally forth on this
business, ezcept those who were present at the
battle field of Uhud." By a rapid march the axmy,
though many men were still smarting from their
wounds, reached Hamrd al-Asdd, a place about
twelve miles from Madina; but the Meccans had
left it the day before. Baiddwi says that this
verse was then revealed :-—
AS to those who after the reversel whioh befel them,
reapond to God and the Apostle—such of them aa do gaod

worka and fear (tod shall have a great rewsrd.—Sdratu An
‘Imran (i) 166,

Then Ma‘bud, a friend of Muhammad, though he
was not yet a Muslim, after condoling with the

Vie. at Uhud.
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Prophet &t Hamrd al-Aséd went forth and
overtook the Meccan army and gave such an ex-
aggerated account of .the strength of the Muslim
force that the Meccans retired as hastily as
possible to Mecca. Ma‘bud then sent a messenger
to Muhammad to inform h1m of the success of

his stratagem.
Muhammad halted at Hamréd al-Asdd for three

days, and then refurned to Madina. This half

seemse to show that he did not really wish to en-
ter into conflict with the enemy, for he could, no
doubt, have overtaken them ; but the march served
to impress the Arab tribes with his vigour, and
so effected its purpose of restraining them from
making attacks on what they might coosider a
beaten people. '

The battle of Uliud was looked back upon with
peculiar interest. The Prophet visited the place
every year'®and blessed the martyrs buried there,

saying : ‘ Peace be on you for all that ye endured,

and a blessed future.” Fitima said that one day
she went to Uhud and said .at the graves, °Peace
be on thee, O uncle of the Prophet" and- the
response came, ‘ on thee be peace.’ Other vlsltors,
Rahmatu'lldh and “Utdf bin Khdlid, also say that
8 similar reply was made to their salutations. The

nsmes of the martyrs are all recorded and their

1 The Klalifas Abd Bn.ln: and ‘Umar kept up this oustom.
? j.e, Hamss,
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memory is kept very . precious. Marvellous stories

are told about them. It is said, for instance, that
they will rise at the Liast Day with their wounds
shining red, and an aromsa like musk proceeding
thersfrom. But notwithstanding the halo of glory

which Tradition has cast around the men who

fell at Uhud, the defeat was, at the time, a very
serionus blow to the Propbet’s cause. It required
all the adroitness and skill, of which he was such
a master, to avert a greater danger than the loss
in battle of seventy followers. Many murmured
at their defeat and said that ‘ were we to have
gained aught in this affair none of us had been
slain in this place.’ Then the Prophet is told
to say :— '
Had ye remained in yout homes, they who were decreed
to ba slain would have gone forth to the places where they

lie, in order that God might make trial of what was in

your breasts and might discover what was in your hearts.—
Biratu Al ‘Tmrdn (ili) 148. :

Thus, to have remained in Madina would

have been of no advantage. Revelations now
came in asbundance to explain why this defeat
came to test their constancy, and how it was
the result of their own disobedience. 8till, the
broad fact remained that the victory of Badr
had been extolled as & signal mark of God’s
good pleasure. Ought not, then, this defeat
to be looked upon as an equally clear sign
of the divine displeasure? The position was so
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serious! that many verses in the Suratu Al
‘Imnrdn, the third Siras, are devoted to explan-
ations® concerning it. It is a most instructive
example of the historical development of the
Qur'dn and of the great value a continuous
course of revelations was to the Prophet in the
changing episodes of his eventful life. I give a
few now by way of illustration.
‘The murmuring of ‘Abdu’lldh ibn Ubbay and
others is met by the verse:— | '
" O ye who believe! be not like the infidels who said of
their brethren when they had travelled by land, oF gone
forth to war, ' Had tbey kept with us, they had not died,
. and had not been slain!’ God purposed that this affair
should cause them heart sorrow |—Bfiratu Al ‘Imrin
(i) 150,

The fatal move of the archers from their as-
signed position and the blame laid upon them for

ﬁhe defeat is thus described :—

Already had God made good fo you this promise, when
by His permission ye deatroyed your foes, until your courage

1 The Quraigh attempted to psrenade the Muslime to renounce
their faith in the Prophet, but he had a revelation ready :—

O ye who have believed | if ye obey the infidels, they
will cause you fo turn upon, your heels and ye will fall
back into perdition.—Bfiratu Ali '‘Imrdn (iii) 144. ‘

Baijdwi says, the Muniﬂqt\n, or Hypoorites, are here referred
to, who after the defeat smid to the believers, ‘return to your
religion and your brethren; had Muhammad besn a prophet
bho had not bheen elain.’ :

? This Sara was highli valued by the Prophet. It is re-
corded that he said,  Whoso reads this S8dra of the family of
‘Imrin shall for each verse receive a safe conduct over the bridge
of Gebenna.’



64 THE BATTLE OF UBUD

failed you, and ye disputed about the order! and disobeyed,
after that (the Prophet) had brought you within view of that
for which ye longed.

Some of you were for this world® and some for the next,—
Shratu Al ‘Imrén (1) 145-6.

The victory was in their hands, but the order to
stand steadfast was not obeyed and defeat followed.
After the flight began the Prophet called on
them to return, saying, O Muslims, I am the
Prophet of God, come to me, come;’ but no one
furned towards him :— :

When ye ceme .to the helght and took no heed of sny
one, while the Prophet in your rear was calling you to the
fight | God hath rewsarded you with trouble upon freuble,
that yo might not have to be ohagrined at your loss of
booty, or at what befell you.3—Sgratu Ali ‘Imrén (iii) 147,

. The battle was & test of the obedience of the
Muslims and of the soundness of their belief.

We alternate these days of success and reverees among
men that God may know those who have believed . .,
that God may test those who believe and destroy the
infidels.—8aratu Ali ‘Tmran (i) 184.5. '

When a reverse hath lefallen you, the like 4 of which
ye had before inflicted, say ye: ¢ Whence is this ?* say: ‘Tt is

1 1 Qrder of the Prophet '.—Khaldsatu't-Tafdsir, vol, i, p. 811,

¥ Baiddwl says, ‘ the commander remained in his place with
less than ten men : the rest made for the booty'.

3 Baidawi explains the ‘ftrouble upon troublo® to be sorrow
for the paip they had caused Muhammad, or grief over the
defeat, and that it was. sent lest thay should grieve over the
loss of booty.

The refersnce to booh{ shows how important a factor in these
babtles the desive for piunder really was.

4 At Badr the Muslims inflioted & loss on the*Meoccans,
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from yourselves! for God hath power over all things'.—
S6ratu Ali '‘Imran (ili) 159, That which befell you on the

. day when the armies met was by the will of God, and that
Hs might know the faithful and that He might know the
hypocrites.—8fratu Al ¢ Inirdn (iil) 150.

The Jews taunted the Muslims with this defeat
and to them it could be said :—

Mubammad: is no more than an apostle, other apostles
have already passed away before him ;. if he die, .therefore,
or be slain, will ye turn upon your heela? But be who
turneth on hia heels ghall not injure God at all; and God
will reward the thankful. .

No one can die except by (Qod's permission, according to

' the Book that fixeth the term (of life).—Saratu Ali 'Imrén
(i) 188-9,

The primary reference, bowever, is to Muham-
mad's supposed death at Uhud and the argument
here is that even had it been so Isldm would not
necessarily be false, or deserve the contempt of
the Jews, for in the Traditions it is recorded that
when he fell, the believers said: * What if Muham-
mad be dead, Muhammad's Lord dieth not and
verily His Apostle hath finished his work. Fight
on for your faith’. It was the Munifigin who
said: ‘Had he been a prophet, he had not been
killed, return to your brethren and your religion’.

According to Wiqid{, the following verse refers:
to the defection of ‘Abdu’lléh ibn Ubbay, but

} Baidéwl explaine this to mean ‘owing to what they them-
selves committed in disobeying the command, and leaving their
station,' . '

b
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others say it is & referemce to the Munifiqin,
who dissuaded the people from fighting:—-

0 ye who believe! be not like the infidels, who said of
their brethren when they hund travelled by land or had
« gone forth to war, ‘Had they kept with us, they had

not dfed, and had not been slain.’—Sdratn Ali ‘Tmrdn (iii)

150.

Those who turnéd.tbei:r backs before the ba.tﬁle
are spoken of thus:— ‘

Believers, why profess ye that which ys practise not|—

Saratu's-Safl (Ixi) 2.

They are- reminded that nothing happens by
chance for:— .
No mischance chanceth either on earth, or in your own

persons, but ere we created them, it was in ibe Book (vt
eternal decrees),!—Sdratu'l-Hadfd (lvii) 2.

They were not to be disheartened at the re-
sult, for ;— : ' , '
How many a prophzt hath combated those who had with
them many myriads |9 Yet were they no: daunted ab
what befell them oo the path of God, nor were they wezkened
nor did they basely submit.—8aratu Ali ‘Imrén (iii) 140,

Ad to those who after the reverse which befell them respond
to God and the Apostls, such of them as do good works ¥

1 Noldeke places thiz Bérm miter the battle of Upud when a

great evil had happened ; but most Muelim commentators give
# general meaning to it, and se ib may not refer to Thud at all,

# For verious interpretations of this word and for the various
rendings, see The Historical Development of the Qur'dn, pp.
156-7. .

5 Baijdwl says this verse was revealed when the Muslims,
still emarting from theizr wounds, were ready st Hamra al-Asdd
to go on with the war. This was a ‘good work’ snd showed
*fear of God’, ‘
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and feay God, they shall have a great reward.—Sfiratu A

‘Imrén (iii) 166. _ .

The confession of the fault of the Muslims Is
noticed in:— - -

Kor said they more than this: ‘O our Lord, forgive ud
our sins and our mistakes in this onr work; and set o'ux'
fest firm, and help us againat the unbelieving people.’—
Stratu Ali ‘Imrén (iil) 141, _

The commentator Mughar says: ‘Two faults
were committed at Uhud. The Mundfigin were

' ' y H L]

weak in faith and the Muslims fled in terror.'

The blessed state of the martyrs is noticed in:—
Repute not thoss slain on God’s path to bs desd, Nay,
alive with their Lord, are they richly sustained. Rejolcing
in what God of His bounty hath vouchsafed them ...
filled with joy at the favours of God and ai this bounty,i—
Shratu Ali Tmrén (i) 163-4,

The Muhéjirdn are specially noticed i
' They who have fled their country and quitted their hom?s_
and suffered in my cause and have fought and fallen, I will
blob oub their sins from them, and I will bring them iqte
gardens beneath which the streams do flow.—8ératu Ali.
Imrén (iil) 194, .

‘The hopefulness of _thé Prophet is .seén_ in
words taken from a Sira delivered after ithe

1 Ehaldsatw't-Tafdsir, vol. i, p. 308. -~ )

9 Baiddwl says it refers ‘tc the glory of martyrdem, the
possession of eterunl life, nearness fo God and the enjoyment
of the pleasures of Paradise'. Vol, i, p. 184, .

The Traditions give marvellous accounts of their state. I
give yna: * When believers wers martyrs at Uhud the most High
God pub their souls into the bodies of green birds which e?.t
and drink of the fruits and rivers of Paradise'.—Khaldsatu't-
Tafdsir, vol. i, pp., §20-1.
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battle of Uhud, - They give a rebuke fo ‘the
faint-hearted :— | :

He it i8 whe bath ssent His Apostle with guidance and
the religion of fruth that, though they kate it whoe jein
other gods with God, He may make it viclorious over every
other religion —Sératu's-Salf (Ixi) 9.

Thus, though Isldm bhad met with a reverse,

all’ would come right and finally it would become.

the one universal religion which all would accept
and abey. :

The firal corelusion of the whole matter iz »
verse which the commentator Husain interprets
ag having & reference to war and conflict :—

O ye who believe 1 he pstient and vie in patience, and be.
‘firm and fenr God, shat it may be well with you.- Sératu.

Al Tmrin (ii5) 200

' The .close attention which the Prophet paid to

this subject, the many revelations he put forth

regarding it,” the anxiely he showed to preveni
pny defection amongsét his’ followers in conse-
quence of it-all these things show how im-
portent an episode this defeat at Uhud was in
the career of Muhammed., BRetting aside the
marvels with whick Tredition hes enriched the

L It may also refer bo conbrol aver paasions wnd evil : but the
ywo infgrpretations are givan by Balddwi, ‘Abdu’iléih bin 'Abbda
and other commentators., The warlike cne ie given by il and,
a# the verse ocours in a Béra s full of the hstt-le of Jbud this
interpretation is the more probable one.

% For a vivid description of the dahvm:y o! ihese spologehc .

versea, gea Muir's Makomet, vol, iii, pp. 184-5
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accounts of the batiles of Badr and of Uhud, and
passing over the alleged divine interpositions, and
dealing with them simply as historical avents,
the conclusion seems to be that the immediate
cauee of the battle of Badr was Muhammad's
stbempt to capture.a Meccan caravan, and of the

battle of Uhud his snccessful seizure of one.

Whatever may have been the state of feeling
between the men of Mecca and the men of
Mading, it does not appear that in these twe
conflicts the former were the originai aggressors.

We have no accounts given by the Quraish,
All our information comes from Muslim sources,
but even then an impertial student may be led
to have some sympathy for the Meccans. They
bad to fight for their very existence.ns & commer-
cial community and for freedom to carry on their
daily bunsiness. These two batiles were, from the
standpoint of the men of Mecce, wars of defence
and the Muslims were clearly the aggressors.



